Lesson S »¥nn MY

Subjects Covered:

5.1 The Imperative - s

5.2 The Imperative Form - Y Stem

5.3 The Elongated Imperative Form

5.4 The Imperative with the Direct Object Suffix
5.5 The Negative Command

5.6 The Imperative with N)

5.1 The Imperative - Ny

You have already encountered three possible ways in which a command may be
expressed in Hebrew:

* the prefix form e.g. MYN (Vol. I section 27.2)

* the suffix form + 3 conjunctive e.g. PV (Vol. I section 30.5)
* the infinitive absolute e.g. MY Vol II, section 1.5)

The command is, of course, only one of the interpretations of any of these three forms.

However, 5 out of the 7 Hebrew verb stems (IY311) ,2°¥970 ,5¥9 ,9¥9) ,97) also have
an imperative form, addressed to the 2nd person (\DN ,DPN AN ,NNN) and assigned
solely for the command.

In this lesson you will learn the imperative form of the 972 stem. You will be able to apply
much of what you learn here in the 970 stem to the interpretation of the imperative form
of the other verb stems that will be introduced later.
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5.2 The Imperative Form - 52 Stem

In considering this form, you may look at the 970 imperative form as being derived from
the prefix form of the 2nd person without the prefix and with possible slight changes in
vowels. For example:

my Y
MY <« YN

The following are the two variations of the imperative form based on the two possible
vocalizations of the prefix form (Vol. I, section 25.4): [ ] or [ - ] .

Plural Singular
7NV MY | m.
mIeY| TmY s
or
N7V N2y | m
nngy | nyyls

Read aloud the imperative form of verbs ¥.2.9 ,2.1.2 ,N.7.0 ,7.0.3 in the D7) stem
found in your Frequent D7) Verbs List - Infinitives, Imperative, Participle (Tool No. 11)).

Examples

...keep my commandments... (Proverbs 4:4) (1 1ooum ... OTIND NIV
Open to me the gates of righteousness; PIN WY O INNS
I will go in to them. (Psalms 118:19) (0 rvp. o ...03 NAN

Avram to Sarai when in Egypt:
Pray say NQ"’.’?K
that you are my sister... (Genesis 12:13) 2> mwxn) AN INNN
Hearken O Israel: SN ynvY
YHWH our God, YHWH is one! (Deuteronomy 6:4) (1 1021 TON 1) n,th ;'—',
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Note that there does not seem to be a difference in meaning and impact between the kind
of commands you have learned to now (3.1), and the imperative form. The imperative is
not a stronger command. In the following example, God is addressed in the imperative
form, which is not uncommon:

O send out thy light and thy truth (Psalms 43:3) ( n oonn RPN :[-n'N novy

5.2.1 Do not confuse!
Imperative vs. Suffix Form

Look at your basic 972 paradigm (Tool No. 11a). Take note of the differences in the
vowels and do not confuse:

Imperative Suffix Form
.\-)3\’:). m.s. Vs. '])_Q\JT) 3 m.s.
j-\)g\)) m.p. %-n:g\)vj 3Imp.
Examples

These are the names of the men DOVIND MINY NN
that Moses sent to spy out the land NIND NN 2955 ﬂi’)")ﬁ ﬁb\'«' '\\’jN
(Numbers 13:16) o TT (o, »aTnd)
And David sent to Joab, [saying]: ANY ON TV N2YN
'Send me Uriah the Hittite." (IISamuel 11:6) 0 201 5me YANT TPIIN ﬁN YN nbw
... neither kept Mine ordinances to do them DNIN MVYY 199Y¢ XY VIVN NN
(Ezekiel 20:21) i ' o (02 INPIY)
Only take diligent heed to do the MINNAD NN MYYD TR 199V P
commandment and the law (Joshua 22:5) ’ ) - :D.y\mm) ’—']-n'n"—] nN)

5.2.2 Do not confuse!
Imperative vs. Infinitive Construct

Look again at your basic 972 paradigm (Tool No. 11a) as well as your Frequent
D7 Verbs List (Tool No. 11)). Notice that the imperative of the m.s. and the
infinitive construct may be identical, for example: VIV¥ ,73%Y 70V

Only context will help you determine the role of these words.
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5.3 The Elongated Imperative Form

A variation of the m.s. imperative form is the elongated form. Thus, you may find both:

TRY = Y
man = T
Note the short vowel [ _]in ﬂ?b)g pronounced like the English'0' in 'or'.
Examples
The trees went forth on a time DINYN 139D 7990
to anoint a king over them -Ivb)g Dﬂ’bi’ nYNY
and they said unto the olive-tree: Reign thou e A tANTS
over us (Judges 9:8) J‘\?-S? -"”?N”'
(N, 0 DLV NJ’?)) ﬁ?b’?
O LORD, hear my prayer, ’J'I?Dﬂ ﬂ)}b\u N
and let my cry come unto Thee (Psalms 102:2) (1 20 oonm) NYA$ ;P‘)N YVIV)

As you will see later (Lesson 6), the elongated imperative form seems to appear more
often among 'weak' verbs.

5.4 The Imperative with the Direct Object Suffix

You have already encountered the prefix and suffix forms as well as the infinitive

construct, with the direct object suffix added (Vol. I, Lesson 32, & Vol. II, section 2.8) .
Now, you will find the direct object suffix added to the imperative as well. In such cases
a shift in vowels may occur.

"WYY = nppinyny

Note the short vowel [ _]in DAY IV (stemming from the vowel [ Jinthe free
standing verb VAV).
»IY

N VOV

DY DNIN Y

Examples

My son, keep my words, MIIN Y N2
and lay up my commandments with thee... : . S
Bind them upon thy fingers, TDN 198” ’D1§p1
write them upon the table of thine heart. TDYIIN ‘7)_’ Dﬂ\’)‘e

(Proverbs 7:1-3) O-N 3 O5wn) :[Jb 017 Dy ﬂ:ﬂ?
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Efron to Avraham:

Pray my Lord ’J‘TB N'?
Hear me YNV
The field I grant you -[b NI NTWN
and the cave that is in it ia :1\’12_*4 ':n,),”gffn

I grant it to you (Genesis 23:11) (0 15 wnm) TP :[7

[KJ] Judge me, O God (x 0 oo DINON ”NVIY
[OJPS] Be Thou my judge, O God ) -
[RA] Grant me justice , O God

(Psalms 43:1)

5.5 The Negative Command

The Hebrew Imperative form is not used when giving a negative command.

The negative command is expressed by either DX or N preceding the prefix form (2nd
person, in singular & plural) .

You have already learned (Vol. I, section 27.4) that there is usually a difference between
negative commands expressed by DN and those expressed by N9 .

* YN preceding the prefix form is used for the suggestion to not do a specific act, or
as a milder prohibition (don't ...)

The messenger of the LORD to Manoah's wife:
... and drink no wine nor strong drink, 90V P2 IHYN bljn
and eat not any unclean thing (Judges 13:4) (1,3 ovaw) NIV 93 99NH HN)
And Joshua said unto them: YV DIIIN 9NN
'Fear not, nor be dismayed ”-‘nn 7N1 -?N."!’f:‘ SN
be strong and of good courage' (Joshua 10:25) . ; y.;vmv)-ﬁ:s )9 N1 ’ ‘P?‘:’

* N preceding the prefix form is used for absolute, categorical prohibitions (don't you
ever...). The Decalogue is a good example:

Thou shalt not take NYT”'\ N
the name of the LORD thy God in vain (Exodus 20:6) 0 5 TNY) NIWHY :[’ﬂbN "M OV NN
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5.6 The Imperative with N)

You have already learned about the common word R) (Vol. I, section 28.5), which may
follow the prefix form when used as a command, cohortative or jussive.
N) often follows the imperative. Thus:

N) VY

While translating, N) may be:

* ignored

or

* interpreted as a request or polite address: 1 pray thee, please, etc.

Avram to Sarai while approaching Egypt:
Say, I pray thee, N) Y9N
thou art my sister (Genesis 12:13) 2> mwxay AN ONNN
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Exercises

Use all your previous Tools (especially Tool No. 11)) and Verb Parsing Chart (6) to help

you interpret the verbs. Translate.

1.

(Exodus 4:4)

about the rod turned into a serpent
YN DN 1 99N
(m,1mow 12233 ON) T NIV

(Jeremiah 22:29)

M IITIPNY NN NIN NN

(V2,20 PN M)

(IIKings 18:31)

IMND YIN) N9 YINAZIN) ...

(XY N 11 DI5N)

(Proverbs 7:4)

nRIN2 VN
(1,190 PN ONNN

(Psalms 4:6)

PI¥ONATINAY
0,705 ' 7N NV

(Deuteronomy 9:7)

aFl)
(v ,0 OMaT) h@@f-\ ON

(Genesis 2:17)

God to the human:
Y 230 NYTD NYNI
(2w 19N HaND NY

2.
(Judges 16:28) "M 7N ]w/pw NN
99N
(M toovaw) ... NI 2393Y N ’gl‘fl_*:{
(IKings 2:17) Adonyahu to Bat Sheva':
9N

720D NNYYY XY 9N
NYNY T2ANU7ILIN TINOT 1Y ..0D

(1,2 N DY)

(Jeremiah 1:7)

YN T NN

AN DN

YN W)

TNIYN YN D2 0y 73
(v, NN ‘[bn
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(IIKings 19:29)

NING 79 7N

9D MYD 7N

YIND mMVD MY

VISP IV TOVIYD MY
spApRRIA-R)

(L3, 1 o390 DI IVIN)

(Exodus 20:9-10)

Tayp D) NYY

TNININ 02 NOYN

TN N2 NIV YYD D)

NININ DI NYYN KO

TR TNONY TTIY TN TI NN
0-0 2 Moy TPIWYD YN TN

3.

(Psalms 139:23)

o IN 2 RI7A
(2 ,09p oM ... 2N

(Jeremiah 15:15)

v e 1TPDY 29T

My son, attend to my words ...

. NDYPN 2T N2

(Proverbs 4:20-21)

(no-, Tovem 7222 TN 099Y

YT 9P NX YY)

saying:

N
NZYN M NN

19 7929

9N
(Isaiah 6:8) Mmn
(N ) YW ’?D?@




