
Lesson 5     י�  ִ ִ �ע 	ר חֲמִ    
Subjects Covered:
5.1  The Imperative - צִו �י
5.2  The Imperative Form -  קַל Stem
5.3  The Elongated Imperative Form
5.4  The Imperative with the Direct Object Suffix
5.5  The Negative Command
5.6  The Imperative with נָא
 
 

5.1 The Imperative -  צִו �י
  
You have already encountered three possible ways in which a command may be 
expressed in Hebrew: 
  
 •  the prefix form                                   e.g.  ֹמר � ְ � ִ   (Vol. I, section 27.2)
 •  the suffix form + ו  conjunctive e.g. � ָ ָ �מַרְ (Vol. I, section 30.5)  וְ
 •  the infinitive absolute e.g.    מ �ר� ָ   (Vol. II, section 1.5)

  
The command is, of course, only one of the interpretations of any of these three forms. 

However, 5 out of the 7 Hebrew verb stems (עֵל� ַ ִ �עֵל, הִפְעִיל, הִתְ  also have  (קַל, נִפְעַל, 
an imperative form, addressed to the 2nd person (�� ֶ ֶ ��, אַ ְ �, אַ ָ �ה, אַ  and assigned (אַ
solely for the command.  

In this lesson you will learn the imperative form of the קַל stem. You will be able to apply 
much of what you learn here in the קַל stem to the interpretation of the imperative form 
of the other verb stems that will be introduced later.

 



5.2  The Imperative Form -  קַל Stem
   
In considering this form, you may look at the קַל imperative form as being derived from 
the prefix form of the 2nd person without the prefix and with possible slight changes in 
vowels. For example:

ֹֹמר � ְ ← ֹמר � ְ ���
ִ �מְרִ� ← ְ �מְרִ� ���

The following are the two variations of the imperative form based on the two possible 
vocalizations of the prefix form (Vol. I, section 25.4):   ֹ[ ] or [  ַ ] .

SingularPlural
m.ֹמר ִ �מְר��ְ �  
f.�ִֹמרְ���ִ �מְר � ְ

or
  

m. לְח��ְ �לַח� ִ  
f.�ִלַחְ���ִ �לְח� ְ  

Read aloud the imperative form of verbs � .ז.כ.ר, כ.ר.ת, כ.ת.ב, ל.ב  in the קַל stem 
found in your Frequent קַל Verbs List - Infinitives, Imperative, Participle (Tool No. 11ג).

Examples
...keep my commandments... (Proverbs 4:4) ֹמר  מִצְ �תַי ... (משלי ד, ד)               � ְ 1
Open to me the gates of righteousness; 
I will go in to them. (Psalms 118:19)

ַ �עֲרֵי צֶדֶק                
תְח � לִי  ִ
ֹבא בָ�... (תהלי קיח, יט)                               אָ

2

Pray say
that you are my sister... (Genesis 12:13)

Avram to Sarai when in Egypt:                                אִמְרִי�נָא
ְ � (בראשית יב, יג)  ֹחתִי אָ אֲ

3

Hearken O Israel:
YHWH our God, YHWH is one! (Deuteronomy 6:4)

�רָאֵל                           ְ ְ �מַע יִ
 ה' אֱלֹהֵינ ! ה' אֶחָד (דברי ו, ד)        

4
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Note that there does not seem to be a difference in meaning and impact between the kind 
of commands you have learned to now (5.1), and the imperative form. The imperative is 
not a stronger command. In the following example, God is addressed in the imperative 
form, which is not uncommon:
  
O send out thy light and thy truth (Psalms 43:3)     (מג, ג ְ �ָ# (תהלי ְ �לַח א �רְָ# וַאֲמִ

5.2.1   Do not confuse!
           Imperative vs. Suffix Form   
  
Look at your basic קַל paradigm (Tool No. 11a). Take note of the differences in the 
vowels and do not confuse: 

Imperative Suffix Form
ֹמר � ְ m.s. vs. ָ �מַר 3 m.s.

ִ �מְר�� m.p. ָ �מְר�� 3 m.p.
  

 Examples
These are the names of the men 
that Moses sent to spy out the land 
(Numbers 13:16)

ִ �י�  ְ �מ �ת הָאֲנָ ֶ %ה  אֵ
ֶ �ה לָת �ר אֶת הָאָרֶ&  ֹמ ָ �לַח  ֶ �ר  אֲ

(במדבר יג, טז) 

1

And David sent to Joab, [saying]: 
'Send me Uriah the Hittite.'  (IISamuel 11:6)

ְ �לַח ָ 'וִד אֶל י �אָב  ( ִ וַ
ִ �י (שמואל ב' יא, ו)  ְ �לַח אֵלַי אֶת א !רִָ )ה הַחִ

2

... neither kept Mine ordinances to do them 
(Ezekiel 20:21)

ָ �מְר � לַעֲ � �ת א �תָ�  ְ �ָ *טַי לֹא  וְאֶת מִ
(יחזקאל כ, כא)

3

Only take diligent heed to do the 
commandment and the law (Joshua 22:5)

ִ +צְוָה  ֹאד לַעֲ � �ת אֶת הַ ִ �מְר � מְ רַק 
וְאֶת הַ � �רָה (יהושע כב, ה) 

4

5.2.2   Do not confuse!
           Imperative vs. Infinitive Construct
   
Look again at your basic קַל paradigm (Tool No. 11a) as well as your Frequent 
 Notice that the imperative of the m.s. and the .(גTool No. 11) Verbs List קַל
infinitive construct may be identical, for example:  ֹפט � ְ ֹכר,  ֹמר, זְ � ְ
Only context will help you determine the role of these words.
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5.3 The Elongated Imperative Form
             

A variation of the m.s. imperative form is the elongated form. Thus, you may find both:
ִ �מְרָ�  = ֹמר � ְ
מָלְכָ�  = מְלְֹ�

 Note the short vowel [  ָ ] in מָלְכָה pronounced like the English 'o' in 'or'.
  

Examples
The trees went forth on a time 
to anoint a king over them 
and they said unto the olive-tree: Reign thou 
over us (Judges 9:8)

הָל �ְ� הָלְכ � הָעֵצִי� 
ֹ �חַ עֲלֵיהֶ� מֶלְֶ#  לִמְ

ַ 0יִת   ֹ �אמְר � לַ וַ
מָלְכָה עָלֵינ ! (שופטי ט, ח) 

1

O LORD, hear my prayer,
 and let my cry come unto Thee (Psalms 102:2)

ָ %תִי ִ �מְעָה תְפִ ה' 
ַ �וְעָתִי אֵלֶיָ# תָב �א (תהלי קב, ב)  וְ

2

     

As you will see later (Lesson 6), the elongated imperative form seems to appear more 
often among 'weak' verbs.
    
5.4 The Imperative with the Direct Object Suffix
      

You have already encountered the prefix and suffix forms as well as the infinitive 
construct, with the direct object suffix added (Vol. I, Lesson 32, & Vol. II, section 2.8) . 
Now, you will find the direct object suffix added to the imperative as well. In such cases 
a shift in vowels may occur.  
   

ְ �מָעֵנ �  = ְ �מַע א �תָנ !
  

Note the short vowel [  ָ ] in �ֵמְר� ָ ָ �פְטֵנִי,   (stemming from the vowel  ֹ[   ] in the free 
standing verb ֹפט � ְ ).

ָ �פְטֵנִי  = ֹפט א �תִי  � ְ
�ָ �מְרֵ  = ֹמר א �תָ� � ְ

Examples
My son, keep my words,
and lay up my commandments with thee... 
Bind them upon thy fingers,  
write them upon the table of thine heart. 
(Proverbs 7:1-3)

ֹמר אֲמָרָי                                        � ְ ְ 3נִי 
 ... #ְ� ָ � אִ
 ֹ ִ �צְ  !מִצְ �תַי 
ֹעתֶיָ#  3 ְ ְ �רֵ� עַל אֶצְ קָ

ֶ #ָ3 (משלי ז, א�ג)    ָ "תְבֵ� עַל ל !חַ לִ

1
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Pray my Lord
Hear me
The field I grant you 
and the cave that is in it
I grant it to you (Genesis 23:11)

Efron to Avraham: ֹדנִי לֹא אֲ
ְ �מָעֵנִי 

ִ �י לְָ#  ָ  4דֶה נָתַ הַ
ֶ �ר  3 �  ְ +עָרָה אֲ וְהַ

ִ �יהָ (בראשית כג, יא)  לְָ# נְתַ

2

[KJ] Judge me, O God
[OJPS] Be Thou my judge, O God 
[RA] Grant me justice , O God  
(Psalms 43:1)                       

ָ �פְטֵנִי  אֱלֹהִי� (תהלי מג, א)                3

     

5.5  The Negative Command
    
The Hebrew Imperative form is not used when giving a negative command.

The negative command is expressed by either אַל or לֹא preceding the prefix form (2nd 
person, in singular &  plural) . 
 
You have already learned (Vol. I, section 27.4) that there is usually a difference between 
negative commands expressed by אַל and those expressed by לֹא .
  
 preceding the prefix form is used for the suggestion to not do a specific act, or  אַל  • 
     as a milder prohibition (don't ...)

... and drink no wine nor strong drink,                       
and eat not any unclean thing (Judges 13:4)

The messenger of the LORD to Manoah's wife: כָר� ֵ ִ �י יַי5ִ וְ � ְ � ִ וְאַל 
ָ 6ל טָמֵא (שופטי יג, ד)  ֹ �אכְלִי  וְאַל 

1

And Joshua said unto them:                             
'Fear not, nor be dismayed                                        
be strong and of good courage' (Joshua 10:25)

7 �עַ  ֹ �אמֶר אֲלֵיהֶ� יְה � וַ
ֵ �חָ � �  ִ �ירְא � וְאַל  אַל 
חִזְק � וְאִמְצ � (יהושע י, כה) 

2

  
  preceding the prefix form is used for absolute, categorical prohibitions (don't you לֹא  • 
ever...). The Decalogue is a good example:

Thou shalt not take 
the name of the LORD thy God in vain (Exodus 20:6)

ָ  'א  לֹא תִ
ָ  8וְא (שמות כ, ו)  ֵ �� ה' אֱלֹהֶיָ# לַ אֶת 
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5.6  The Imperative with נָא
         
You have already learned about the common word נָא  (Vol. I, section 28.5), which may 
follow the prefix form when used as a command, cohortative or jussive.
:often follows the imperative. Thus נָא

ֹמר נָא  � ְ

While translating, נָא  may be:
 •  ignored
or
 •  interpreted as a request or polite address: I pray thee, please,  etc. 
  

Say, I pray thee, 
thou art my sister (Genesis 12:13)

Avram to Sarai while approaching Egypt: אִמְרִי נָא
ְ � (בראשית יב, יג)  ֹחתִי אָ אֲ
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Exercises   
 
Use all your previous Tools (especially Tool No. 11ג) and Verb Parsing Chart (6) to help 
you interpret the verbs. Translate.
1.  

(Exodus 4:4) about the rod turned into a serpent  ה� ֶ ֹמ ֹ �אמֶר ה' אֶל  וַ
ִ 3זְנָב �  (שמות ד,ד)      ֹחז  ְ �לַח יָדְָ#  וֶאֱ

1

(Jeremiah 22:29) ְ 'בַר ה'  ִ �מְעִי  אֶרֶ& אֶרֶ& אָרֶ& 
(ירמיהו כב, כט)               

2

(IIKings 18:31) ְ �אֵנָת �   ַ 9פְנ � וְאִי �   ... וְאִכְל � אִי � 
(מלכי ב'  יח, לא)

3

(Proverbs 7:4)                                           ֹמר לַחָכְמָה אֱ
ְ � (משלי ז, ד)                                                                                            ֹחתִי אָ אֲ

4

(Psalms 4:6) זִבְח � זִבְחֵי צֶדֶק 
 �בִטְח � אֶל ה' (תהלי ד, ו)   

5

(Deuteronomy 9:7) ֹכר   זְ
ַ "ח (דברי ט, ז)  � ְ � ִ  אַל 

6

(Genesis 2:17) God to the human:מֵעֵ& הַַ 'עַת ט �ב וָרָע! 
ֶ + : !  (בראשית ב, יז)   ֹתאכַל מִ לֹא 

7

2.
(Judges 16:28) ִ �מְ � �� אֶל ה'  ִ �קְרָא   וַ

ֹ �אמַר  וַ
ֹדנָי ה' זָכְרֵנִי  נָא ...   (שופטי טז, כח)  אֲ

1

(IKings 2:17) Adonyahu to Bat Sheva':אמֶר� ֹ וַ
ֶ +לְֶ#   ֹמה הַ ְ �לֹ אִמְרִי נָא לִ

ָ  8ה 
ית לְאִ ִ ַ �ג הַ  � נַ � לִי אֶת  אֲבִי� ֶ ִ 6י... יִ
 (מלכי א'   ב, יז) 

2

(Jeremiah 1:7)                                                         אמֶר ה' אֵלַי� ֹ וַ
ֹ �אמַר                                                                אַל 
נַעַר אָנֹכִי                                                                 

ְ �לָחֲָ�                                         ֶ �ר אֶ ָ 6ל אֲ ִ 6י עַל 
ֵ �לְֵ� (ירמיהו א, ז)                 

3
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(IIKings 19:29) ְ %ָ# הָא �ת  וְזֶה 
ָ  8נָה סָפִיחַ  אָכ �ל הַ

ֵ  8נִית סָחִי �  ָ  8נָה הַ  !בַ
ִ �ית זִרְע � וְקִצְר �  ְ  8לִי ָ  8נָה הַ  !בַ

וְנִטְע � כְרָמִי� 
וְאִכְל � פִרְיָ� (מלכי ב'  יט, כט) 

4

  (Exodus 20:9-10) ֹבד  ַ �עֲ ֶ �ת יָמִי�  � ֵ
#ָ� ֶ ָ 6ל מְלַאכְ ִ �יתָ  וְעָ

ָ 3ת לַה' אֱלֹהֶיָ# � ַ ְ  8בִיעִי  וְי �� הַ
ֶ �ה כָל מְלָאכָה    לֹא תַעֲ

 #ָ� ֶ ְ 'ָ# וַאֲמָתְָ#  !בְהֶמְ ֶ �ָ# עַבְ ָ �ה  !בִנְָ#  !בִ אַ
ְ �עָרֶיָ# (שמות כ, ט�י) 3 ִ ֶ �ר  וְגֵרְָ# אֲ

5

 
3.

(Psalms 139:23) חָקְרֵנִי אֵל  ... 
ְ *חָנֵנִי  ... (תהלי קלט, כג)  

1

(Jeremiah 15:15) זָכְרֵנִי  !פָקְדֵנִי (ירמיהו טו, טו) 2
My son, attend to my words ...
__________________________________ 
(Proverbs 4:20-21)

ִ �יבָה ... ְ �נִי לִדְבָרַי הַקְ
ְ 3ת �ְ# לְבָבֶָ# (משלי ד, כ�כא)   �ָ �מְרֵ

3

___________________________________                  
saying:                                                             
______________________________  
______________________________      
____________________                           
____________________                     
____________________ (Isaiah 6:8)

ֹדנָי ְ �מַע אֶת ק �ל אֲ וָאֶ
ֹאמֵר  ְ �לַח   אֶת מִי אֶ

 !מִי יֵלְֶ� לָנ ! 
ֹאמַר  וָ
הִנְנִי 

ְ �לָחֵנִי (ישעיהו ו, ח) 

4
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