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Stem נִפְעַל - Verbs פ"י  23.1
 
The following are פ"י verbs in the נִפְעַל whose roots are familiar to you from other 
stems:    
  


עֵל   הִפְעִיל   נִפְעַל  ִ קַל  
be known נ �דַע announce ה �דִיעַ know יָדַע    
be born נ �לַד   beget ה �לִיד  act as midwife ֵ �ד   יִ give birth יָלַד   
be saved ַ �ע נ � save ִ �יעַ  ה �
be left, remain נ �תַר  leave ה �תִיר

     

 



Look again on the basic נִפְעַל paradigm (Tool No. 14). In פ"י verbs in the נִפְעַל , the root 
letter י changes into either the vowel �  1 or the consonant ו , depending on the verb form:

 •  In verb forms in which the נ of the נִפְעַל is apparent: 
   

    suffix form 
   participle 
    the י changes into the vowel 
  , e.g. י, נ �תָרִי�
 ִ נ �תַרְ
 •   In verb forms in which the נ of the נִפְעַל is not apparent:   
     prefix form
     imperative
     infinitive construct

     the 'פ (1st) letter of the root requires a dagesh forte. In these forms,  the י changes  
     into the consonant � ָ with the dagesh forte, e.g.  תֵר, (לְ)הִָ �לֵד� ָ
 ִ
   
Read aloud the complete conjugations of the 'strong' root כ. �.ל  and the  פ"י  root     
 .Notice the differences . נִפְעַל  in the (remain)  י.ת.ר

Suffix Form
י ִ ַ �לְ נִכְ ָ ַ �לְ נִכְ ְ ַ �לְ ַ �לנִכְ ְ �לָהנִכְ ַ �לְנ �נִכְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ ְ �ל �נִכְ ְ �ל �נִכְ נִכְ
י ִ נ �תַרְ ָ נ �תַרְ ְ �נ �תַרְנ �נ �תְרָהנ �תַרנ �תַרְ ֶ �נ �תַרְ ֶ נ �תְר �נ �תְר �נ �תַרְ

 Prefix Form
ֵ �ל � ָ ֵ �לאֶ � ָ ְ �לִיִ  � ָ ֵ �לִ  � ָ ֵ �ליִ � ָ ֵ �לִ  � ָ ְ �ל �נִ � ָ ֵ �לְנָהִ  	 ָ 
ְ �ל �ִ  � ָ ֵ �לְנָהיִ 	 ָ 
 ִ
ָ �תֵרְנָהיִָ �תְר �ִ ָ �תֵרְנָהִ ָ �תְר �נִָ �תֵרִ ָ �תֵריִָ �תֵרִ ָ �תְרִיִ ָ �תֵראֶָ �תֵר ִ

Infinitives                   Imperative                                      Paticiple
ָ �ל ֶ �לֶתנִכְ ָ �לִי�נִכְ ָ �ל �תנִכְ ֵ �לנִכְ � ָ ְ �לִיהִ � ָ ְ �ל �הִ � ָ ַ �לְנָההִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ (לְ)הִ
(לְ)הִָ �תֵרהִָ �תֵרהִָ �תַרְנָההִָ �תְר �הִָ �תְרִיהִָ �תֵרנ �תָר �תנ �תָרִי�נ �תֶרֶתנ �תָר

 
Find the  פ"י  verbs (Nos. 8-11) in all of your Frequent נִפְעַל Verbs Lists (Tools No. 14א, 
    .Highlight in light blue color .(ג14 ,ב14
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1  This is similar to the פ"י verbs in the (14.1) הִפְעִיל. 



Examples
Yet if it was known 
that it was a goring ox ... (Exodus 21:36)

... א � נ �דַע 
ָ 	ח ה �א... (שמות כא, לו)   ִ �י  � �ר נַ

1

And now, thou two sons, who were born to thee in 
the land of Mizrayim, 
shall be mine (Genesis 48:5)

Ya'aqov to Yosef:
ְ �נֵי בָנֶיָ�  ָ �ה,  וְעַ

�אֶרֶ� מִצְרַיִ�...  ְ הַ � �לָדִי� לְָ� 
לִי הֵ�...  (בראשית מח, ה)  

2

... but do not make thyself known to the man... 
(Ruth 3:3)

Naomi to Ruth about Bo'az: 
ִ �ָ �דְעִי לָאִי � (רות ג, ג)   אַל 

3

[KJ] and they that lay wait for my soul                   
take counsel together,                                            
[JB] ... and they that watch for my soul                   
take counsel together
[NJPS] ... those who wait for me                                 
are of one mind
[RA] ... who stalk me                                              
counseled together
[Y.Y. Schneersohn]... and those who watch my soul 
conspire together 
(Psalms 71:10)

ִ �י  ֹ �מְרֵי נַפְ ... וְ
נ �עֲצ � יַחְָ "ו (תהלי� עא, י) 

4

And there were born to him seven sons and three 
daughters. (Job 1:2) 

�נ �ת  ָ ָ �ל � �  ִ �בְעָה בָנִי� וְ ִ �ָ �לְד � ל �  וַ
(איוב א, ב)  

5

 

Stem נִפְעַל - Verbs פ"נ  23.2
The following are  פ"נ verbs in the נִפְעַל whose roots are familiar to you from other 
stems:    
  

עֵל   נִפְעַל  ַ הִתְ קַל    הִפְעִיל 

regret נִחַ�        be consoled הִתְנַחֵ� 
prophesy ָ �א   נִ prophesy ֵ �א   הִתְנַ
be saved ַ �ל      נִ save �יל       ִ הִ
rise up ָ  �א    נִ exalt oneself �א   ֵ הִתְנַ carry, lift �א   ָ נָ
be given �� ַ נִ give נָתַ�         
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Remember that, generally speaking, נ  is a 'sensitive' consonant. If, according to the 
paradigm, the נ requires a silent sheva [  ְ ] , it tends to assimilate with the next 
consonant, granting it a dagesh forte. 

To identify a פ"נ verb in the נִפְעַל you need to distinguish between the נ of the נִפְעַל  and 
the נ  of the root.

 •  In the forms in which the נ of the נִפְעַל is apparent:  
  

    suffix form  
    participle 

the נ of the root assimilates with the 'ע (2nd) letter of the root, granting it a dagesh forte. 
For example:

ַ �ל ←  נִ   נִנְצַל
  
In verb forms in which the נ of the נִפְעַל is not apparent:  
   

     prefix form
     imperative
     infinitive construct
     the פ"נ verbs conjugate like any other 'strong' verb. For example:  צֵל� ָ   יִ
Read aloud the complete conjugations of the 'strong' root כ. �.ל  and the פ"נ root     
 .Notice the differences . נִפְעַל  in the נ.צ.ל

Suffix Form
י ִ ַ �לְ נִכְ ָ ַ �לְ נִכְ ְ ַ �לְ ַ �לנִכְ ְ �לָהנִכְ ַ �לְנ �נִכְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ ְ �ל �נִכְ ְ �ל �נִכְ נִכְ
י ִ �לְ ַ נִ ָ �לְ ַ  נִ ְ �לְ ַ �ל נִ ַ �לָה נִ ְ �לְנ �נִ ַ � נִ ֶ �לְ ַ � נִ ֶ �לְ ַ �ל � נִ ְ �ל �נִ ְ נִ

  Infinitives                  Imperative                                     Participle
ָ �ל ֶ �לֶתנִכְ ָ �לִי�נִכְ ָ �ל �תנִכְ ֵ �לנִכְ � ָ ְ �לִיהִ � ָ ְ �ל �הִ � ָ ַ �לְנָההִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ (לְ)הִ
�ל ָ �לֶתנִ ֶ �לִי�נִ ָ �ל �תנִ ָ (לְ)הִָ  צֵלהִָ  צֵלהִָ  צַלְנָההִָ  צְל �הִָ  צְלִיהִָ  צֵלנִ

 Find the  פ"נ  verbs (Nos. 19-22) in your Frequent נִפְעַל Verbs Lists (only Tools No. 
        .Highlight in yellow color .(ג14 ,א14
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Examples
ָ �ע  (איוב ט, כד)1 ְ �נָה בְיַד רָ  The earth is given into the hand of theאֶרֶ� נִ

wicked... (Job 9:24)
ָ �לֵט 2 וְצִדְקִָ (ה � מֶלְֶ� יְה �דָה לֹא יִ

ְ +ִ "י�  � ַ מִַ (ד הַ
�בֶל  (ירמיהו לב, ד) ָ �יַד מֶלְֶ�  ְ  �ָ �תֵ ֹת� יִ ִ �י הִָ �

And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape 
out of the hand of the Chaldeans, 
but shall surely be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Babylon (Jeremiah 32:4)

ָ �אִי�3 הִֵ ,ה יָמִי�  
�בֶל  ָ �בֵיתֶָ�...  ְ ֶ �ר  ָ �ל אֲ ָ   א  וְנִ

(ישעיהו לט, ו)  

behold, days are coming 
that all that is in thy house... shall be carried to 
Bavel (Isaiah 39:6)

Stem נִפְעַל - Verbs ע"ו & ע"י  23.3
    
The following are ע"ו & ע"י verbs in the נִפְעַל with roots which you may have 
encountered in other stems:    
   


עֵל   נִפְעַל  ַ הִתְ   הִפְעִיל 
be perceptive,   
inteligent

נָב ��  look closely הִתְ � �נֵ� understand הֵבִי� 
draw back נָס �ג displace,  

move back ִ "יג הִ
   
Look at the following conjugations of the common ע"ו verb ס.ו.ג in the נִפְעַל . You will 
notice that it differs significantly from the basic נִפְעַל  paradigm 2, as well as from other 
'weak' root groups in the נִפְעַל .
Read aloud the complete conjugations of the 'strong' root כ. �.ל  and the ע"ו root ס.ו.ג      
in the  נִפְעַל . Notice the differences. 
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2  But it has some similar features to that of the ע"ו in the (14.3) הִפְעִיל



Suffix Form
י ִ ַ �לְ נִכְ ָ ַ �לְ נִכְ ְ ַ �לְ ַ �לנִכְ ְ �לָהנִכְ ַ �לְנ �נִכְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ �נִכְ ֶ ַ �לְ ְ �ל �נִכְ ְ �ל �נִכְ נִכְ
נָס �ג �נָס �ג �נְס �ג �תֶ�נְס �ג �תֶ�נְס �ג �נ �נָס �גָהנָס �גנְס �ג �תנְס �ג �תָנְס �ג �תִי

 Prefix Form
ֵ �ל � ָ ֵ �לאֶ � ָ ְ �לִיִ  � ָ ֵ �לִ  � ָ ֵ �ליִ � ָ ֵ �לִ  � ָ ְ �ל �נִ � ָ ֵ �לְנָהִ  	 ָ 
ְ �ל �ִ  � ָ ֵ �לְנָהיִ 	 ָ 
 ִ
ֹ $גְנָהִ  $ �ג �נִ $ �גִ  $ �גיִ $ �גִ  $ �גִיִ  $ �ג אֶ $ �ג ֹ $גְנָהיִ $ �ג �ִ   ִ

Infinitives                  Imperative                                     Participle
ָ �ל ֶ �לֶתנִכְ ָ �לִי�נִכְ ָ �ל �תנִכְ ֵ �לנִכְ � ָ ְ �לִיהִ � ָ ְ �ל �הִ � ָ ַ �לְנָההִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ ֵ �להִ � ָ (לְ)הִ
ֹ $גְנָההִ $ �ג �הִ $ �גִיהִ $ �גנְס �ג �תנְס �גִי�נְס �גָהנָס �ג (לְ)הִ $ �גהִ $ �גהִ

Find the ע"י &  ע"ו verbs (Nos. 4, 23) in all of your Frequent נִפְעַל Verbs Lists (Tools 
No. 14ג14 ,ב14 ,א). Highlight in light green color.    

   
 Examples

[KJ]Our heart is not turned back                                            
[OJPS] Our hearts have not gone astray                                      
[RA] Our heart has not failed  
(Psalms 44:19)

�נ �  ֵ לֹא נָס �ג אָח �ר לִ
(תהלי� מד, יט) 

1

For My people is foolish                                                                   
they know Me not                                                                           
they are sottish children                                                                
and they have no understanding (Jeremiah 4:22)

ִ .י  ִ �י אֱוִיל עַ
א �תִי לֹא יָדָע � (יָדְע �)

ָ .ה  �נִי� סְכָלִי� הֵ ָ
וְלֹא נְב �נִי� (ירמיהו ד, כב) 

2

[KJ] Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding                                                                              
but that which is in the midst of fools is made known                         
[OJPS] In the heart of him that hath discernment wisdom resteth                                                                                      
but in the inward part of fools it maketh itself known                         
[NJPS] Wisdom rests quietly in the mind of a prudent man
But among the dullards it makes itself known 
[JB] Wisdom rests quietly in the heart of the judicious                  
but the folly in the breast of fools shall easily be known
(Proverbs 14:33)

ָ �נ �חַ חָכְמָה   ��לֵב נָב � ְ
ִ �ָ �דֵעַ  ְ �סִילִי�   �בְקֶרֶב 

(משלי יד, לג)   

3
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23.4  To Summarize: 
          How to Identify the נִפְעַל  at a Glance 
Look again at the basic נִפְעַל paradigm (Tool No. 14).
  
 •  The נִפְעַל can be easily identified in verbs of most root groups and in forms in which 

the נ of the נִפְעַל is apparent. In such cases, you will be able to identify the root of the 
verb, and the נ preceding it 3. For example: 

  
ָ �ה,  � �לָד, נְב �נִי�   ַ �עֲ 
�,  � �תֶרֶת,  ָ 
ב �, נֶחְ ְ    נֶאֱכֶלֶת, נִכְ

 
 •   In forms in which the נ of the נִפְעַל is not apparent, this is not as easy, but is still 
     possible. In such forms, you can identify the נִפְעַל :
     - by the vowel sequences:

       [  ָ ] [  ִ ] 
        or       [  ָ ] [  ֵ ] 
       starting the verb (the prefix of the form: א, י, ת, נ or ה , follwed by the 'פ (1st) root  
       letter

ָ �דֶה  � ִ ֵ �עַ, הִָ �לֵד,  ָ �פֵ �, יִָ � � ִ ָ  	בְעָה,  
נֶה, הִ ָ וְאִ
ֵ �עָצֵר,  יֵאָכְל �       וָ

- by the dagesh forte in the 'פ (1st) root letter for most roots:
 

ָ �דֶה  � ִ ֵ �עַ, הִָ �לֵד,  ָ �פֵ �, יִָ � � ִ ָ  	בְעָה,  
נֶה, הִ ָ וְאִ
  
As mentioned before, in the framework of this introductory course, there is no intention to 
cover all the variations and intricacies of every root group and subgroup. Rather, you are 
presented with a general overview. As you did with other stems, try to familiarize yourself 
with the verbs in your Frequent  נִפְעַל Verbs Lists (Tools No. 14ג14 ,ב14 ,א). Knowing 
them well will help you not only to identify them, but, with time and practice, also 
internalize their forms. Eventually, knowing well the most frequently occurring verbs will 
be very helpful, even when trying to parse and identify less common verbs.
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3 Do not to confuse it with the less common 1pl. (� אֲנַחְנ) prefix form נ in all stems (21.2.1).



 Exercises
Use Verb Parsing Chart (6), and all the עֵל, הִפְעִיל, קַל' ִ ַ 'עֵל,   Tools, to help נִפְעַל and הִתְ
you translate the following passages.  

1.
(Genesis 21:5) ָ �נָה                                             �4 מְאַת  ֶ וְאַבְרָהָ� 

�נ �   (בראשית כא, ה)  ְ �הִָ �לֵד ל � אֵת יִצְחָק  ְ
1

(Genesis 38:14) about Tamar
ִ �י רָאֲתָה  ...

ֵ �לָה  ִ �י גָדַל    
ָ  5ה (בראשית לח, יד)    ְ �נָה ל � לְאִ וְהִוא לֹא נִ

2

(Leviticus 22:27) ִ �י  יִָ �לֵד   � �ר ... 
ַ �חַת אִ . �  ִ �בְעַת יָמִי�  וְהָיָה 

ְ  5מִינִי וָהָלְאָה    �מִ ( �� הַ
�4  (ויקרא כב, כז)   ַ יֵרָצֶה לְקָרְ

3

(Leviticus 6:9)  about the offering (מִנְחָה)
ֶ .ָ ,ה  וְהַ � �תֶרֶת מִ

ֹר4  �בָנָיו (ויקרא ו, ט)  יֹאכְל � אַהֲ
4

(Jeremiah 34:3) God to Tsidkiahu king of Judea about 
the king of Bavel: � לֵט מִָ (ד� ָ ָ �ה לֹא תִ וְאַ

ָ �פֵ '  � ִ ֹפ '  � ָ ִ �י 
ִ �ָ �תֵ�  (ירמיהו לד, ג)     �בְיָד � 

5

(Jeremiah 2:8) �עַל   (ירמיהו ב, ח)    ַ ְ �א � בַ ְ ,בִיאִי� נִ וְהַ 6
(Joshua 11:5) ֶ 6ה  ְ .לָכִי� הָאֵ ֹ �ל הַ ִ �ָ �עֲד �  וַ

ַ �חֲנ � יַחְָ "ו אֶל  מֵי מֵר ��  (יהושע יא, ה) ֹבא � וַ � ָ וַ
7

(Ezekiel 37:9) הִָ �בֵא אֶל הָר �חַ...  (יחזקאל לז, ט)  8
 
(Ezekiel 36:10)

ְ �ב � הֶעָרִי�  ... וְנ �
ָ �נֶינָה (יחזקאל לו, י)  � ִ וְהֶחֳרָב �ת 

9
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2.
ָ 8נָיו 1 ֹ (ל אַבְרָהָ� עַל  � ִ וַ

ִ �צְחָק  וַ
 � ��לִ  ְ ֹ �אמֶר  וַ

ָ �נָה יִָ �לֵד  ְ 6/ב4ֶ) מֵאָה  ְ 6ב4ֶ (הַ/ " הַ
ֵ �לֵד "  (בראשית יז, יז)              ָ �נָה  ְ �עִי�  � ִ ָ +רָה, הֲבַת  וְאִ� 

(Genesis 17:17)

2Par'oh to his people: הִֵ ,ה
� , . ֶ ְ +רָאֵל רַב וְעָצ �� מִ �נֵי יִ ְ עַ� 

ְ +מָה ל �  הָבָה נִתְחַ
ֶ �ה...  ֶ 48 יִרְ

וְנ �סַ, ַ 	� ה �א עַל  +נְאֵינ � 
�נ �  ָ וְנִלְחַ� 

וְעָלָה מ4ִ הָאָרֶ� (שמות א, ט�י)

(Exodus 1, 9-10)

ַ �ֶ -ד ל � מָרְֳ "כַי 3 וַ
ֶ �ר קָרָה �... ָ �ל אֲ אֵת 

ְ �תָב הַָ "ת  ֶ �ג4ֶ  ַ 8תְ וְאֶת 
 ... 4� ָ � � � ְ  �� ַ ֶ �ר נִ אֲ

נָתַ� ל � 
ֵ �ר (אסתר ד, ז�ח)  לְהַרְא �ת אֶת אֶסְ

(Esther 4:7-8)

ְ >קֵנִי�...4 ֶ .לְֶ�  רְחַבְעָ� אֶת הַ ִ �ָ �עַ. הַ וַ
ֹמר      לֵא

ֶ �� נ �עָצִי�      אֵיְ� אַ
ֶ >ה ָ "בָר (מלכי� א'  יב, ו)    ִ �יב אֶת הָעָ� הַ לְהָ

(IKings 12:6)

3.
(Jeremiah 7:9-10) The LORD to the people: ,ֹא ֹצחַ וְנָ הֲגָנֹב רָ

ֶ  5קֶר  ָ  /בֵעַ לַ וְהִ
�עַל  ָ ֵ 0ר לַ וְקַ

וְהָל1ְֹ אַחֲרֵי אֱלֹהִי� אֲחֵרִי� 
�� ֶ ֶ �ר לֹא יְדַעְ אֲ

 �בָאתֶ� 
ֶ >ה  �יִת הַ ַ � ַ ֶ �� לְפָנַי  וַעֲמַדְ

ְ �מִי עָלָיו  ֶ �ר נִקְרָא  אֲ
 �� ֶ וַאֲמַרְ

ַ 3לְנ � " (ירמיהו ז, ט�י)  " נִ

1
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(Jeremiah 23, :6) The LORD: יק" ִ ֹמתִי לְדָוִד צֶמַח צַ וַהֲקִ
 �מָל1ְַ מֶלְֶ�  

ִ +יל  ' ְ וְהִ
  ��אָרֶ ָ ְ �ָ 8ט  �צְדָקָה  ָ 'ה מִ וְעָ

ַ �ע יְה �דָה  � ָ� ִ �יָמָיו  ְ
� לָבֶטַח  (ירמיהו כג, ה�ו) + ֹ � ְ ְ +רָאֵל יִ וְיִ

2

(Zechariah 13:3) וְהָיָה                                                      
ָ �בֵא אִי � ע �ד  ִ �י יִ

וְאָמְר � אֵלָיו אָבִיו וְאִ . � 
יֹלְדָיו                 

"לֹא תִחְיֶה                                             
ֵ �� ה' "  (זכריה יג, ג)          � ְ  � ָ ַ �רְ 4 ִ ֶ �קֶר  ִ �י 

3

4.
(Proverbs 28:18) ָ �מִי�  ה �ל1ְֵ 

ֵ �עַ   (משלי כח, יח)  יִָ �
 1

(Amos 3:3) ְ �נַיִ� יַחְָ "ו  הֲיֵלְכ � 
ִ �י אִ� נ �עָד �  (נ �עֲד �)  (עמוס ג, ג)                                 �לְ ִ

2
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