
Lesson 41     וְאֶחָד 	עִי ָ ִ �ע �ר אַרְ
Subjects Covered: 
41.1   The Prefix Form with ו Past 
           -  Possible Changes to Accent and Vowels for הִיא & ה �א  
 Stem קַל - הִיא & ה �א Short Prefix Form for  ל"ה    41.2
41.3   The Short Prefix Form for Common ל"ה Verbs - קַל Stem 
with No Specific Subject  וַיְהִי ...    41.4
41.5    Using the Verb Parsing Chart (5)

Introduced:  Verb Parsing Chart (5)
 

41.1  The Prefix Form with ו Past   
         Possible Changes to Accent and Vowels 
         for הִיא & ה �א   
Adding the ו past to the prefix form may cause changes to the accent and vowels of the 
verb. These changes occur mostly  for הִיא & ה �א .
examples 
You have already encountered the changes to accent and vowels occurring in the verb 
   .past (29.4)  ו while in the prefix form with the  הִיא & ה �א  for א.מ.ר

ֹ �אמֶר  �וַ  �ֹ �א מַר  ←  ֹ  �אמֶר הִיא  �וַ �יֹא מַר ←  ה �א 

The accent is indicated in the examples above by the meteg sign on the lower left side of the 
accented letter. In the Biblical text, any of the cantillation signs (טְעָמִי�) may indicate an 
accent. 

Verbs of the 'weak' root groups in the prefix form are affected in different ways when the
  .past is added  ו 

 



In the 1פ"י  verbs, only a slight change of vowel occurs, as well as a more noticeable shift 
of accent. Thus:

ֶ �ב �  ֵ �וַ ֵ  �ב ← � ֵ� ֶ �ב הִיא �  ֵ �וַ ֵ  �ב ← �יֵ

ה �א  
ֵ  �רֶד �וַ �ֵ � רֵד ← ֵ  �רֶד הִיא �וַ �יֵ רֵד ←

ה �א  
ֵ  �לְֶ� �וַ �ֵ � לְֵ� ← ֵ  �לְֶ� הִיא �וַ �יֵ לְֵ�  ←

ה �א  

More obvious changes happen in the ל"ה  (see below 41.2) and ע"ו  & ע"י (Lesson 42) 
root groups. 
    
Changes in the prefix form with the ו  past may occur not only in the קַל  , but also in other 
stems, which you will learn in Volume II.
 

Stem קַל - הִיא & ה �א Short Prefix Form for  ל"ה  41.2
The ו past preceding the prefix form in ל"ה=ל"י verbs causes very noticeable changes for
  :הִיא & ה �א 
  
 •  the last ה drops
 •  vowel changes occur  
 •  accent may shift to a previous syllable

Below, read aloud the whole conjugation of the example ל"ה verb ב.נ.ה in the prefix form  
without and with the  ו past (also found on the back of Tool No. 11d). Note the short prefix 
form 1 for  הִיא & ה �א 
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1 This is also called the apocopated prefix form.



קַל
Prefix Form

ֹטל יִקְ

קַל
Prefix Form

with
past ו

ֹטל  ִ �קְ וַ
����בְנֶה��בְנֶהאֲנִי

ָ �ה אַ
� ְ אַ

���בְנֶה 
���בְנִ�

	����בְנֶה 
	����בְנִ�

ה �א

הִיא

��בְנֶה
���בְנֶה

����בֶ� ���

����בֶ� ���

	����בְנֶה�
בְנֶהאֲנַחְנ �
�� ֶ אַ
�� ֶ אַ

���בְנ �
���בְנֶינָה

	����בְנ �
	����בְנֶינָה

הֵ�
הֵָ �ה

��בְנ �
���בְנֶינָה

	����בְנ �
	����בְנֶינָה

 

 Examples
And the LORD God fashioned the rib 
that He had taken from the man into a woman  
(Genesis 2:22)

ֵ �לָע  ִ �בֶ� ה' אֱלֹהִי� אֶת הַ וַ
ָ  �ה (בראשית ב, כב)  ֶ �ר לָקַח מִ� הָאָדָ� לְאִ אֲ

1

... His daughter was Sheerah,
who built Beth-horon the nether 
(IChronicles 7:24)   

ֶ �אֱרָה   �בִ � �   ...
ַ �חְ � ��  ֵ  ית ח �ר �� הַ בֶ� אֶת  ִ וַ

(דברי הימי� א'   ז, כד)

2
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  41.3 The Short Prefix Form for Common ל"ה Verbs
Stem קַל -         
Vowel changes in the short prefix form of the ל"ה verbs are not uniform for all  roots. 
Here are examples of the most common verbs learned in Lessons 38 & 39:

ִ  �בֶ�  �וַ ִ �בְנֶה ← הִיא ִ  �בֶ� �וַ build  ה �א  יִבְנֶה ←

ֵ  �רֶא �וַ ִ �רְאֶה ← הִיא ַ �רְא וַ יִרְאֶה ← see ה �א 

� ְ � ְ � ֵ וַ ֶ �ה ← � ְ � ִ הִיא � ְ � ְ � ֵ וַ ֶ �ה ← � ְ יִ drink ה �א 

ַ  �עַ �  �וַ ֶ �ה ← ַ �עֲ הִיא ַ  �עַ �  � וַ ֶ �ה ← יַעֲ do, make ה �א 

ַ  �עַ� �וַ ַ �עֲנֶה ← הִיא ַ  �עַ� �וַ יַעֲנֶה ← answer ה �א 

ַ  �עַל �וַ ַ �עֲלֶה ← הִיא ַ  �עַל �וַ go up ה �א  יַעֲלֶה ←

ְ �הִי וַ ִ �הְיֶה ← הִיא וַיְהִי  יִהְיֶה ← be ה �א 

ְ �חִי וַ ִ �חְיֶה ← הִיא וַיְחִי יִחְיֶה ← live ה �א 

ִ  �חַר �וַ יֶחֱרֶה ← burn ה �א 

Note: Even though the prefix י in וַיְהִי  and  וַיְחִי  has no dagesh forte, as expected, the 
preceding ו is still the  ו past.
As was suggested in previous lessons, you should be able to identify verbs of the 'weak' root 
groups by their full 3 letters, or by their 2 apparent letters. In most cases, familiarization 
with common vocabulary will prove to be more helpful than perfect grammar competence.
   
Read aloud the prefix form conjugation of the ל"ה  verbs (highlighted in pink), Tool No. 
 past. Read the conjugation of all persons with special attention paid to ו  adding the ,ב11
the short prefix form of  הִיא &  ה �א (listed in the left hand column of the list).
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Examples
And Yeho'ash did that which was right 2  ר� ָ ַ �עַ � יְה �אָ � הַָ ! וַ

ְ  עֵינֵי ה' (מלכי� ב' יב, ג)   
 1

And Enoch lived sixty and five years 
(Genesis 5:21) ָ �נָה ִ  �י�  � ִ  וַיְחִי חֲנ �ְ$ חָמֵ � וְ

(בראשית ה, כא)    
2

And Jacob's anger was kindled 3 against Rachel 
(Genesis 30:2) ְ  רָחֵל  (בראשית ל, ב) ֹקב  ִ �חַר אַ&  יַעֲ וַ 3

She went down to the spring... and came up again 
(Genesis 24:16)

about Rivkah 
עַל (בראשית כד, טז)  ַ רֶד הָעַיְנָה... וַ ֵ וַ 4

and Jonah remained in the fish's belly
 three days and three nights (Jonah 2:1)

ִ  מְעֵי הַָ )ג  וַיְהִי י �נָה 
ָ �ה לֵיל �ת (יונה ב, א) ְ �לֹ �ָ �ה יָמִי�   ְ �לֹ

 5

But Sarai was barren (Genesis 11:30) ָ (רַי עֲקָרָה (בראשית יא, ל)  הִי  ְ וַ  6
   
with a Non-Specific Subject  וַיְהִי ...  41.4
You have learned that ...וְהָיָה  with a non-specific subject (38.4) usually points to the  
'beyond now' section of the time line: to the future, or irreal moods.   

The use of  וַיְהִי  with a non-specific subject  presented here, is very common in Biblical 
narrative. It points to the 'before now' section of the time line, to the past (see Tool No. 12). 

- While translating such וַיְהִי  into English, a non-specific 'it'  may be added as a subject. 
   
Possible translations for  וַיְהִי  with a non-specific subject may be: 
   And it came to pass that...
   And it happened that...
   Now, it was... 

.with a non-specific subject may also be ignored altogether  וַיְהִי...  -
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ָ �ר  2  In Biblical imagery, taking the straight path depicts proper or righteous .(literally: the straight)  הַָ �
behavior. Sinning is seen as straying from the straight path. You will often encounter these images expressed 
with nouns, adjectives and verbs of different roots.
3 The idiom ...�ַחָרָה א (literally: [his] nose, face, flared, burned) means: [he] was very angry.



Examples
[KJ]And it came to pass after these things
[EF]Now after these events it was.... 
[RA]And it happened after these things... 
[NJPS]Some time later...
[AK]Soon after this... 
(Genesis 40:1)

ֶ *ה....  ְ )בָרִי� הָאֵ וַיְהִי אַחַר הַ
(בראשית מ,א)

1

[KJ]And it came to pass at the end of forty days, 
that Noah opened the window of the ark 
which he had made
[EF]At the end of the forty days it was: 
Noah opened the window of the ark 
that he had made... 
(Genesis 8:6)

ָ  עִי� י ��  וַיְהִי מִֵ ,+ אַרְ
ֵ �בָה  ח נֹחַ אֶת חַ * �� הַ ַ ִ �פְ וַ

ָ �ה (בראשית ח, ו)    ֶ �ר עָ אֲ
2

41.5  Using the Verb Parsing Chart (5)
 On the next page you will find verbs appearing in the above sections 41.3-41.4, parsed in 
the new Verb Parsing Chart (5). New column no. 7 is added to indicate if a verb appears in 
the short prefix form.

Note: The 1פ"י verb רֶד� ֵ  parsed on the chart below is not a short prefix form, even  וַ
though it is not showing the 3 letters of its root (י.ר.ד). Except for its shifted accent (41.1) 
and slight vowel change, it is not shorter than the regular prefix form for this person רֵד� ֵ  .
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Exercises
  
Before translating, parse all the verbs in the new Verb Parsing Chart (5). Use all your 
Tools.
   
1.  

(Genesis 1:25) ַ �עַ � אֱלֹהִי� אֶת חַַ !ת הָאָרֶ+ לְמִינָ -... וַ
ַ �רְא אֱלֹהִי� וַ

ִ /י ט �ב (בראשית א, כה)  
1

(Genesis 5:32) ָ �נָה (בראשית ה, לב) ֶ  � חֲמֵ � מֵא �ת  וַיְהִי  נֹחַ 
    

2

(Genesis 8:20) ֵ  חַ לַה' (בראשית ח, כ) ִ �בֶ�  נֹחַ מִזְ וַ 3
(IKings 16:30)

ְ  עֵינֵי ה' (מלכי� א' טז, ל) ֶ  �  עָמְרִי הָרַע  ַ �עַ �  אַחְאָב  וַ 4

(Ruth 4:13) ֹ �עַז אֶת  ר �ת  ִ �ַ �ח   וַ
ָ  �ה (רות ד, יג)    הִי ל � לְאִ ְ וַ

5

(Genesis 12:10)  +ֶאָר  ָ  וַיְהִי  רָעָב 
ֵ �רֶד אַבְרָ� מִצְרַיְמָה (בראשית יב, י)                                                    וַ

6

(Esther 1:1) ִ �וֵר � �... (אסתר א, א) ִ  ימֵי  אֲחַ וַיְהִי  7

2. 
(Deuteronomy 9:11) Moshe: וַיְהִי

ָ  עִי� לָיְלָה  ָ  עִי� י �� וְאַרְ מִֵ ,+ אַרְ
ְ  רִית  ֹחת הָאֲבָנִי� 2לח �ת הַ ְ �נֵי 2ל נָתַ� ה' אֵלַי אֶת 

(דברי� ט, יא)

1

(Exodus 32:15)         ה מִ� הָהָר� ֶ ֹמ ֵ �רֶד  ִ �פֶ� וַ וַ
ְ  יָד � (שמות לב, טו)  ֹחת הָע2ֵדת  ְ �נֵי 2ל � 

2

(Exodus 32:19) Moshe descending from the mountain: וַיְהִי
ַ 3חֲנֶה  ֶ �ר קָרַב אֶל הַ ַ /אֲ
ֹחלֹת  ַ �רְא אֶת הָעֵגֶל  �מְ וַ

ֶ �ה (שמות לב, יט)     ֹמ ִ �חַר אַ&  וַ

3

(IIKings 23:37)  about King Yehoyaqim
ְ  עֵינֵי ה'   ַ �עַ � הָרַע  וַ

ֹבתָיו (מלכי� ב'   כג, לז)     ֶ �ר עָ � � אֲ ֹכל אֲ / ְ
4
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(IIChronicles 31:20)   דָה�ְ  כָל יְה  ָ /זֹאת  יְחִזְקִָ �ה �  ַ �עַ �  וַ
ָ �ר וְהָאֱמֶת...  ַ �עַ � הַ 5 �ב  וְהַָ ! וַ

(דברי הימי� ב'   לא, כ)  

 5

(Genesis 24:50) ֹ �אמְר �...  � בְת �אֵל וַ  �ַ �עַ�  לָבָ וַ
(בראשית כד, נ)   

6

3.  
(Genesis 1:4-5) ַ �רְא אֱלֹהִי� אֶת6הָא �ר  וַ

ִ /י ט �ב...   
ִ �קְרָא אֱלֹהִי� לָא �ר י ��  וַ

ֶ �ְ$ קָרָא לָיְלָה  ֹח וְלַ
וַיְהִי עֶרֶב  
ֹבקֶר  וַיְהִי 

י �� אֶחָד  (בראשית א, ד�ה)      

 1

 (Genesis 3, 6) ָ  �ה  רֶא הָאִ ֵ וַ
ִ /י ט �ב הָעֵ+ לְמַאֲכָל.... 

ִ 7רְי �  ַ �ח מִ ִ וַ
אכַל   ֹ וַ

  - 3 ָ ָ � - עִ ַ 8� לְאִי  � ֵ  ִ וַ
ֹ �אכַל (בראשית ג,ו)  וַ

2

(Genesis 27:38-39) ֹקל �  ָ (ו  ָ  �א עֵ � ִ וַ
  ְ ֵ �בְ וַ

ַ �עַ� יִצְחָק אָבִיו   וַ
ֹ �אמֶר אֵלָיו...  (בראשית כז, לח�לט)    וַ

3

(Genesis 25:34) ִ �י�  ָ (ו לֶחֶ�  �נְזִיד עֲדָ ֹקב נָתַ� לְעֵ וְיַעֲ
... (בראשית כה, לד)    ְ ֵ �שְ ֹ �אכַל וַ וַ

4

(Genesis 22:11-13)                             א אַבְרָהָ� אֶת עֵינָיו�  ָ � ִ וַ
ַ �רְא וַ

וְהִֵ 9ה6אַיִל....
ִ �ַ �ח אֶת הָאַיִל ...  ֵ �לְֶ" אַבְרָהָ� וַ וַ

(בראשית כב, יג)            

5

(IKings 10:13) ְ �בָא  ַ /ת   ֹמה נָתַ� לְמַלְ ְ �לֹ ֶ 3לְֶ$  וְהַ
ָ /ל חֶפְצָ -...    אֶת 

לְֶ" לְאַרְצָ -  ֵ פֶ� וַ ֵ וַ
הִיא וַעֲבָדֶיהָ (מלכי� א'  י, יג)

6
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